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4.3. BOSTON NEws.

LETTER, EDITORIAL

FAVORING |NDENTURED SERVITUDE OVER
SLAVERY (1706)
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Byluvan Bill of Mortality for the Town of Boston
in Numb 100 News Letter," we are furnished with
a List of 44 Negroes dead last year, which being com-
puted one with another at 30 | per Head, amounts to
the Sum of One Thousand three hundred and Twenty
Pounds,of which we would make this Remarkc That
the Importing of Negroes into this or the Neighbour-
ing Provinces is not so beneficial either to the Crown
or Country, as White Servants would be.

For Negroes do not camy Amms 1o defend the
‘Country as Whites do:

Negroes are generaly Eye-Servanis?, great Thieves,
‘much addicted to stealing, Lying and Purloining.

They do not People our Country as Whites would
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By Encouraging the importing of White Men Ser-
vants, allowing somewhat to the importer, most Hus-
bandmen in the Country might be furnished with
Servants for 8,9, or 10 I. a Head, who are not able o
Launch out 40 or 50 1. for a Negro the now common
Price

A Man then might buy a White Man Servant we
$9ppose for 10 1. to Serve 4 years, and Boys for the
ame price 1o Serve 6, 8 or 10 years: If a White: Servant.
Source: Elizabeth Donnan, ed., Documents llustrative

on o Washingion 1932), 21-23

1. Boston News Letter, March 18, 1706.
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die,the Loss exceeds not 101 but ifa Negro dies ts 3
very great Loss o the Husbandman. Thee years Inter-
stofthe price of the Negro, will near upon if not alo-
ether purchase a White Man Servant.

1f Necessiy call for i, that the Husbandman must
it out a man against the Enemy; i he has a Negro he
‘cannot send him, but if he has a White Servant, ‘ol
answer the end. and perhaps save his Son at home.

Were Merchants and Masters Encouraged as
already said to bring in Men Servants, there needed
Dot be such complaint against Superiors Impressing
our Children to the War, there would then be Men
enough to be had without Impressing.

“The bringing in of such senants would much
enich this Province, because Husbandmen would
ot only be able far better to manure what Lands are
already under Improvement, but would also improve
2 great deal more that now lyes waste under Woods,
and enable this Province to set about raising of Naval
Stores, which would be grealy advantagious 1o the
Crown of England, and this Province.

‘Suppose the Government here should allow Forty
Shillings per head for five years, to such as should
Jmportevery of those years 100 White Men Servants,
and exch to serve 4 Years,the cost would be but 2001 3
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